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to bis secretary that these and some other letters should be posted
only after his imprisonment.
The eyes of the country were now turned towards Ghamparan.
By twelve noon, April 18, Gandhi was preparing himself to go to jail
for the sake of the poor and the oppressed labourers of Bihar. The
work of recording statements was stopped that day and the tenants
were told that this work would commence again on the following day.
At quarter past twelve Gandhi, accompanied by two interpreters,
started in a carriage for the court. His companions told him that they
had decided to follow him to jail, Gandhi said with joy, "Now I know
we shall succeed."
Although no information had been given to the tenants about the
new development, the news had somehow reached even the distant
villages and several thousand peasants had assembled in the court
compound. When Gandhi entered the court room, he was followed
by about 2,000 men who, in their anxiety to get in, broke the glass-
panes of the doors. The magistrate ordered Gandhi to get in the
mokhtiar's library and sent for armed police to prevent the people
from entering the court room.
He was brought into the court room. The Government pleader
was ready with law books to face the barrister. He tried to press
the magistrate to postpone the case. But Gandhi intervened and
requested the magistrate not to postpone the case, as he wanted to
plead guilty to having disobeyed the order to leave Champaran and
read a brief statement:
"With the permission of the court I would like to make a brief
statefment showing why I have taken a very serious step of seemingly
disobeying the order made under section 144 of Cr. P.C. In my
humble opinion it is a question of difference of opinion between the
local administration and myself. I have entered the country with
motives of rendering humanitarian and national service. I have done
so in response to a pressing invitation to come and help the ryots, who
urge they are not being fairly treated by the indigo planters. I could
not render any help without studying the problem. I have, therefore,
come to study it with the assistance, if possible, of the administration
and the planters. I have no other motive and cannot believe that my
coining can in any way disturb public peace and cause loss of life. I
claim to have considerable experience in such matters. The administra-
tion, however, have thought differently. I fully appreciate their